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ANC’s Tambo Holds Press Conference at OAU Summit 
£ A300924 Addis Ababa Radio Freedom in English 
to South Africa 1930 GMT 28 Jul 87 


{Passages in quotation marks recorded] 


[Excerpt] Compatriots, the president of the ANC, Comrade 
Oliver Tambo, is currently attending the 23d assembly of the 
OAU heads of state and government which is being held here in 
the Ethiopian capital, Addis Ababa. During this current summit, 
the president, Comrade Oliver Tambo, took the opportunity to 
hold a press conference with the multitude of journalists that are 
gathered here. At the press conference, the first question the 
president was asked is whether he was satisfied, or whether the 
ANC was satisfied with the level of support that is emanating 
from the member states of the OAU, and he responded: 


[Tambo] “We would like to see more support because the sit- 
uation demands maximum support. But, we do get support from 
the African states, firstly through the machinery of the OAU and 
its liberation committee based in Dar es Salaam. We get support 
bilaterally from individual African countries, and the current 
assembly of heads of state and government is another expression 
of the support which our struggle receives from the countries 
(? backing us). At this level it is sufficient. We cannot expect the 
OAU to adopt resolutions, but we do expect them to carry out 
those resolutions [as heard] and by and large they have carried 
out their own decisions affecting our struggle.” 


{Announcer} Concerning the recently held historic talks between 
the ANC and a group of Afrikaner liberals in the Senegalese 
capital, Dakar, journalists wanted to know whether there was 
anything more that the ANC expected from these talks other 
than just talks. 


[Tambo] “The meeting in Dakar is a continuation of a process of 
contacts which we seek to make as the ANC with the white 
community ip our country which is denied (?the) knowledge 
about our struggle [words indistinct] about the ANC .tself, and 
its objectives for the country as well as the reasons for the 
methods of struggle we use. The regime seeks to keep this 
information away from the white community. But we see it as 
being in the interests of all the people of South Africa that what 
the ANC has as an alternative to the apartheid system, (?it has) 
the support of all South Africans and it is firmly supported by 
the majority. And those whites we met prior to the Dakar meeting 
discovered something they did not know about the objectives of 
the ANC. So, this was a continuation of that process. We have 
had this kind of meeting before, except that it did not [remainder 
of sentence indistinct].” 


[Announcer] The president of the ANC was asked further why 
has the ANC met these white Afrikaners wher. these Afrikaners 
had an opportunity to (?change) the situation in South Africa 
during the May 6 elections, in which they had no chance to 
change the apartheid system [sentence as heard]. 


[Tambo] “Yes, that is all the more reason why we should meet 
them. All the more reason why we should meet them. [passage 
indistinct] Those we met have learned a great deal and perhaps 
they would have handled the situation differently if we had met 
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them earlier. But, it is our duty, our duty to constantly guide the 
people of South Africa as a whole as to the way out of the 
apartheid system. In particular, it is whites who are being misled 
about (?the ANC) [words indistinct]}.” 


{Announcer][Words indistinct] a man like Van zyl Slabbert, that 
he is really an alternative to the apartheid system, a man who 
walked out of his own party, the Progressive Federal Party, not 
long ago. 


[Tambo] “Precisely, we trust him precisely because he (?did), he 
left the South African parliament because he came to the conclu- 
sion that no change can come about through that institution, that 
apartheid, racist parliament. [words indistinct] by getting out of 
parliament, and of course not to embarrass his own party, to get 
out of the party and join the extrafundamentalist forces of 
change. That's the only sort of change [words indistinct}. So, far 
from his doing something apparently disgraceful, he made a very, 
very correct move and we have encouraged the rest, we have 
called on the rest of the members of the Federal Party to leave 
that body and join us to work for real change. Helen Suzman has 
been there for 33 years, and in the end, in the end her party is 
thrown oui as the official opposition, but not for want of trying 
on her part. It is just that she is working through an institution 
that is not going to bring about change.” 


[Announcer] President Tambo was asked to comment about the 
recent resolution in the U.S. Senate calling on the Frontline 
States and other African countries to denounce the so-called 
necklacing inside South Africa, he commented: 


[Tambo] “We were quite frankly surprised that a resolution of 
that kind could come from the Senate, which is dominated by the 
Democratic Party. And we know that in the Republican Party 
there are conservatives who are frantically anti-ANC, anti- 
SWAPO, anti-Frontline States, who are strongly pro-racist 
South Africa. 


“But it came as a surprise that the Senate would try to blackmail 
[words indistinct] into doing the work of the racists in South 
Africa. [words indistinct] of course inspired by the response of the 
countries concerned who rejected this attempted blackmail. But 
this is part of a coordinated offensive emanating from Pretoria. 
[passage indistinct] This campaign has started in earnest in South 
Africa, and we note that it is building up in the United States. 
We expected it to be spearheaded by well-known conservatives, 
such as groups like the Heritage Foundation, but it is possible 
that they are beginning to bring their influence to bear on 
Congress. We do not think, however, that these efforts will 
succeed. Botha will not eliminate the opposition to the apartheid 
system. It can’t be eliminated.” 


[Announcer] The president of the ANC was asked as commander 
in chief of the People’s Army, Umkhonto we Sizwe [Spear of the 
Nation] whether he thought his combatants of Umkhonto were 
having any success inside South Africa. 


[Tambo] “They are. They are having success. Its not been easy, 
but they are having success. There have been more actions in the 
past 6 months than there were in the previous 6 months, the 
corresponding 6 months last year. There is quite an offensive that 
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is taking place now. Numerous actions are taking place across 
the country. They are having success and that is in spite of the 
state of emergency continuing to be enforced. They are making 
success.” 


[Announcer] Reports coming from Ciskei yesterday said that Mr 
Erich Mntonga, a member of IDASA [Institute for a Democratic 
Alternative for South Africa}, who helped organize the talks in 
Dakar between the ANC and a group of white liberals, was found 
assassinated in his car in Ciskei. Reports said that his hands were 
tied behind his back and he had several wounds from a (?knife). 
The president of the ANC was asked to comment about this 
brutal assassination of Eric Mntonga. 


[Tambo] “The assassination of Mntonga is {words indistinct] how 
angry the Botha regime was that the meeting in Dakar should 
have taken place. Botha regards these contacts with the ANC 
(2as) treason on the part of those who take part in them. 
Statesmen, university professors [words indistinct] have been 
prevented from making contacts with the ANC by Botha. But 
this time,instead of the small numbers of people who usually are 
trying to meet us, and some of whom have met us, there were 61 
and he couldn't do anything about it. There were too many to 
stop, and he was naturally furious. That anger has been taken 
out on Mntonga. There can be no doubt that the Botha regime 
must be held responsible, its agents and white supporters must 
be held responsible for the murder. [passage omitted]”’ 


Tambo News Conference Continued 
EA302257 Addis Ababa Radio Freedom in English 
to South Africa 1930 GMT 29 Jul 87 


[Text] [Announcer] Compatriots, yesterday in our program we 
presented to you the first part of a press conference held by the 
president of the ANC, Comrade Oliver Tambo, here in the 
Ethiopian capital, Addis Ababa, where the president is attending 
the 23rd assembly of heads of state and government of the OAU. 
This evening we present to you the latter part of this press 
conference. We start where the president is asked a question 
about the National Statutory Council, whether the ANC would 
now consider participating in this dummy body created by the 
Botha regime, despite the fact that it earlier rejected it, given 
that Botha has now announced that the blacks can elect their own 
representatives to this National Statutory Council. The president 
replied: 


{Begin Tambo recording] If this is an attempt at solving the South 
African problem, it is a non-starter. The blacks are fighting for 
the right to elect people to a parliament of the people of South 
Africa, not to an advisory council. We have had advisory councils 
in our experience in South Africa. They were abolished and 
ceased to exist some three decades ago. This is no time for 
advisory councils. Certainly no one will participate in these 
insulting elections. It is an insult to us to suggest that the only 
time we can exercise the right to vote is when we want to assist 
Botha to pretend that he is negotiating a solution of the South 
African problem. I am certain that the UDF will reject this 
suggestion with the contempt it deserves. I should be suprised if 
there are any puppets who would even go to the people and 
persuade them to vote for this kind of thing. We have been too 
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long in the struggle to treat this as anything but an insult to the 
blacks. [end recording] 


[Announcer] The president was asked about the talks he held 
earlier this year with the U.S. secretary of state, George Shultz, 
how the talks went and what was discussed: 


[Begin Tambo recording] The conversations took place, of course, 
at the beginning of the year and we were satisfied with the nature 
of the discussions that we had. We had not expected much to 
come of the conversations. They were held at the insistence of the 
secretary of state, George Shultz, and we agreed on some matters 
and differed on others. But, of course, it is unclear to us now 
exactly what is happening in Washington. With the call by the 
Senate that I have referred to upon the demand that, that’s what 
it is called, the demand that is being made of the Frontline States, 
the new moves against the ANC that seem to be building up, this 
is not exactly what we would have expected as a development of 
those conversations. 


The questions that were raised were the usual ones about violence 
and our relations with the Soviet Union, that was discussed. On 
our part we called for support for the Frontline States, the 
abandonment of the policy of constructive engagement and sup- 
port for more sanctions, mandatory sanctions, and we discussed 
matters like that. By and large it may be that (?this thing) and 
anything that was positive about it is being overtaken by current 
developments in Washington at the moment. [end recording] 


[Announcer] President Oliver Tambo was asked by another 
journalist: | How does the ANC regard the situation after the 
May [word indistinct] elections? What is the ANC’s assessment 
of the position of whites in the balance of forces in South Africa? 
Does it think, after the elections and now that the Dakar talks — 
where another group of whites went to meet the ANC — that 
now the whites are movingaway from [word indistinct] or moving 
towards it? 


[Begin Tambo recording] In South Africa, we have had elections 
where the ruling party won by what has been described as a 
landslide. 


It seems then that the South African electorate was united 
behind its prime minister, behind the ruling party. That did not 
last long because of the realities of the situation. The realities of 
the situation before the elections was that there were great, 
yawning divisions among the ranks of our enemy, divisions of a 
kind we had not seen before. There was a tactical mancuvre by 
Botha, using certain issues, to make it look as if the whites are 
now united. But they are not really united, because he is not going 
to come forward with the solutions that he offered them. He 
united them by pointing to a threat which the ANC posed for the 
white population. The ANC was projected as a terrible organiza- 
tion, as were all the forces arraigned around the ANC. And it 
was necessary to unite against these threats. But what he was 
saying about the ANC was false and the truth will emerge. 


Already, so soon after the elections, we have met with this 
group,exactly the kind of people to whom he was projecting a 
horrible image of the ANC. They have a different notion of the 
ANC from what Botha has been saying. So, the laager, the rally 
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to the laager, is a temporary response to an election strategy 
adopted by Botha. The divisions are still there and in a way, 
therefore, the results of the elections are misleading as to the 
reality of the situation. What is the solution? This is what divided 
them. How do you get out of the political and economic crisis in 
the country? How do you reach a stage when there will be no 
need for a state of emergency? How is the country going to live 
with international pressures mounting? What is the way out? 
Botha could not oifer a way out, hence divisions. He still has no 
way but except more and more and more violence. Hence that 
will compound his problems. So we will soon be back to the 
position where these divisions started as they did after John 
Vorster’s landslide victory some 10 years ago. 


The second question: The interesting thing is that although we 
are, ourselves, keen to get our views across to all South Africans, 
the initiatives for the meetings that have been held, not just the 
Dakar meeting but previous meetings, have come from those 
whites who are convinced that Botha has no answer to this 
situation, that the blacks were virtually united in their support 
for the ANC, who wanted to meet the ANC to find out what it 
is that we are offering the country as a solution, as an alternative 
to the apartheid system. So the initiative has come from them, 
and we have encouraged these initiatives, and we will continue 
to encourage them. We will take advantage of any opportunity 
that opens to us to meet with people who we can have meaningful 
discussions with because it is not everybody that approaches 
discussions seriously [end recording} 


{Announcer] In its last annual congress, the Congress of South 
African Trade Unions, COSATU, also joined the move and the 
campaign,which has been started by al! the democratic organiza- 
tions and leading figures of our country, in calling for mandatory 
economic sanctions against the Pretoria regime by the interna- 
tional community. But other people are concerned that sanctions 
will be felt mostly by the black people whom they are supposed 
to help. The question is: Won't sanctions hurt the blacks most? 
This is the question which was posed to the president of the ANC. 


{Begin Tambo recording] It is true, it is true that sanctions will 
affect the blacks. Some will lose their jobs. In fact, many will lose 
their jobs. But this is not the test of the correctness of sanctions, 
that no one will suffer. As far as blacks are concerned, this is a 
sacrifice they are ready to make. Recently, the largest workers 
trade union federation in South Africa held its conference in 
South Africa and one of its decisions was to call on the interna- 
tional community to impose comprehensive mandatory sanctions 
on the apartheid system. 


It is the workers themselves. It is the biggest federation, with 
some 700,000 members. It speaks with a great deal of authority 
on behalf of the workers. They know what will happen, but this 
is a Sacrifice which they are willing to make in order to bring 
down the apartheid system. They need support, not only when 
that happens, but in any case to enable them to mobilize and 
organize themselves. But, of course, particularly as a result of 
sanctions, they will need support. We have not raised this specifi- 
cally at this meeting, but we are otherwise calling for support for 
our workers internationally, and encouraging governments and 
organizations to support them materially, financially. To add to 
this question, the same thing is being said of the Frontline States, 
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rather the countries of southern Africa, that sanctions will hurt 
them. But their response is the same: Comprehensive sanctions 
will accelerate the process toward the end of the aggressive 
apartheid system. They will be affected, but they are ready to 
take that on, and they are calling for support to enable them to 
withstand the effects of these sanctions, and we join them in 
calling for support for these countries of southern Africa. And 
what sort of relations but economic relations? Yes, these Front- 
line countries in southern Africa: Historically they are only 
newly independent, but they have had economic relations [words 
indistinct]. They have organized themselves into what is called 
the Southern African Development Coordination Conference, 
known as SADCC, and the principal purpose of forming that 
body is to enable these countries to reduce their dependence on 
the South African economy. That venture is supported interna- 
tionally. 


If any other countries which, unlike those who are neighbors to 
South Africa, have economic relations with South Africa, then 
we would regard that as a great pity. It is being raised, I believe, 
at this summit, the question of the need for the total isolation of 
South Africa, in fact [words indistinct] [end recording] 


[Announcer] The president of the ANC was asked one particular 
question which has emerged several times in press conferences at 
OAL meetings, that is: The need for unity between the ANC 
and the PAC, and he responded: 


{Begin Tambo recording] The PAC question [word indistinct]. It 
was there when the OAU was formed, and I don’t want to come 
and [words indistinct]. It doesn’t help. I really don’t. Suffice it to 
say that throughout, the regime is targeting its offensive on the 
ANC and not on the PAC. It has gone out to countries where 
there are ANC and PAC members and picked out ANC mem- 
bers, assassinated them. We had the incident of Lesotho in 1982 
when some 42 people were killed by an invading army from South 
Africa. They went form house to house and found their addresses. 
There were PAC people. They were not touched; they never have 
been. We have been assassinated in Swaziland, kidnapped. They 
have gone out to Botswana in raid after raid, trying to kill ANC 
people. They have killed some, as well as nationals of these 
countries. They have raided Zambia; they have raided Zim- 
babwe, all after the ANC. 


So, really, our preoccupation is with fighting the regime. There 
are many other groups in South Africa, and it is not necessary 
for progress of the regime that we should divert our attention. If 
people are fighting, are involved, then that is good enough. We 
will find ourselves in the battle together. But the situation 
internationally doesn't reflect the reality in South Africa. These 
moves in the United States against Frontline States are over the 
ANC. Other measures have been taken against the ANC. There 
is even an indication that it might be banned in the United States, 
the ANC. So, I mean, you have a whole world of problems that 
relates to the ANC which doesn’t affect the PAC at all. [end 
recording] 
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CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 


‘Massive,’ ‘Calm’ Voter Turnout Reported 
AB312216 Bangui Domestic Service in French 
1800 GMT 31 Jul 87 


[Excerpt] Legislative elections were held today throughout the 
Central African Republic. Central Africans went to the polls to 
choose 52 parliamentarians who will sit in the future National 
Assembly. It must be mentioned that President and Mrs Andre 
Kolingba kicked off the election by voting this morning at the 
Bangui City Hall, in the presence of the members of the cabinet 
and their wives. But beyond a simple report, Nkoubert Jamayi 
has the following comments: 


[Begin recording] Yes, it must be said that Central Africans 
participated massively in the legislative elections held today, 
proving that they have henceforth become the masters of their 
destiny. By this hour, the voting should be over. From Boua to 
Bandasi, from Tende to Sirao, from Ouando to Kilometer 7, from 
Camp du Kassai to Pekado, each of us voted in calmness and 
dignity. Each of us has carried out his civic responsibility. Each 
of us went to a polling station to freely elect his representative to 
the National Assembly. We have thus expressed our wishes in 
complete freedom for the candidates of our choice. There were 
142 for the whole country, including 18 in Bangui. But, as it 
always happens in life, many are called but few are chosen. 


The large number of candidates for a limited number of seats 
was planned to allow for a wide range of choice for our represen- 
tatives, signifying a true democratic exercise. our special cor- 
respondents in Bangui and in the hinterland have kept us 
informed of the situation in their localities throughout the day. 
In Bangui just as in the regions, Central Africans turned out in 
great numbers to vote for the candidates of their choice. It must 
be recalled that since 31 December 1965, when the regime of that 
time pronounced the dissolution of all political instutitions, there 
have never again been legislative elections in our country. [pas- 
sage omitted] {end recording} 


Foreign Minister Pays Official Visit to Egypt 


For coverage of Foreign Minister Jean Louis Psimhis’ official 
4-day visit to Egypt, including his mecting with Egptian Presi- 
dent Mubarak, see the Egypt section of the 31 July Near East 
and South Asia Daily Report and subsequent issues. 
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AFP Reports Improvements in Local Economy 
ABO21833 Paris AFP in English 1342 GMT 2 Aug 87 


[By Thierry Masure] 


[Text], Malabo, Aug 2 (AFP) — The economy of Equatorial 
Guinea ts showing signs of picking up after the chaos engendered 
by ten years of dictatorial rule by former President Macias 
Nguema (1968-1979). However the results of the country’s entry 
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into the franc zone are not yet conclusive, observers here say. 
“The post-Macias period here is like the post-ldi Amin Dada 
period in Uganda,” one Western diplomat commented. 


With its abundant natural resources, almost one third of the 
country’s territory being covered with exploitable forests and 
cacao-trees, and plantations producing coffee and palm oil for 
export, Equatorial Guinea won the nickname of “the African 
Switzerland.” But ten years was enough to bring the economy to 
its knees. 


In 1968, the year the country gained independence, cacao pro- 
duction on the island of Bioko was 38,000 tons. The figure now 
stands at 5,500 tons. For wood and coffee, the situation is similar. 
The picture is such that cacao plantation land can be bought at 
give-away prices: Six dollars an acre. The lack of foreign 
investment in Equatorial Guinea has easily identifiable 
causes: A rickety banking system and distribution network, 
skilled labour shortages due to the flight of qualified personnel 
during the dictatorship, inadequate infrastructures. Moreover 
plummeting commodity prices have exacerbated the problem, 
with coffee now sold at a loss and cacao reaching a barely 
minimal margin. However vigourous exploitation of forestry 
resources has led to a resurgence of activity and hope, with much 
of this years’ 200,000 ton production being sold for export. The 
export income is expected to stimulate the economy even if, as 
one businessman confided, many companies avoid re-investing 
their profits in Guinea. 


Membership in the Central Africa Customs and Economic 
Union, which Guinea joined in 1983, has given some impetus to 
the ailing economy. “Things are starting to move, mainly in trade 
and services,” a spokesman in the Planning Ministry said. 


Confidence in the banking sector, following membership of the 
franc zone, is also picking up, according to the loca! director of 
the International Bank of West Africa, Jean-louis Chapuis. 
Though the general standard of living is low, with a GNP of less 
than 300 dollars per head, so too is inflation, at between 2 and 3 


percent. 


President Obiang Nguema says there is a “world of difference” 
between his government's administration of the economy and 
that of his predecessor. “There is no longer any famine or 
shortage,” he told Agence France Presse. “There's a crisis caused 
by the previous regime, and also an international crisis,” he said. 


The G : ‘nean president said the experiment of joining the franc 
zone ¥us “more than 50 percent successful,” despite the lack of 
experience of personnel in the Guinean banking system. “The 
new convertibility of the currency guarantees the safety of finan- 
cial operations,” he said. Equatorial Guinea “needs the sup ort 
of the strong countries in order to guarantee the development of 
its economic structures,” he said. 


Internatior «| aid will continue to be needed in order to top up the 
national budget, to finance development projects, and to permit 
debt rescheduling (more than 50 percent of export income this 
year will go on debt servicing). A round table of backers has been 
scheduled for the autumn in Geneva to finance a three-year 
investment package of some 135 million dollars. 
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ZAIRE 


AZAP Reports Soviet ‘Agents’ Caught ‘Red-Handed’ 
ABO11529 Kinshasa AZAP in French 1420 GMT 1 Aug 87 


[Text] Kinshasa, 3! Jul(AZAP)— The National Documentation 
Agency [AND] counterespionage services have been monitoring 
for months the infiltration and disinformation activities of cer- 
tain Soviet agents who are interested in the various sections of 
the Army, students, the National Union of Workers of Zaire, and 
the youth. 


After a long period of surveillance, the Zairian AND counteres- 
pionage agents have just caught red-handed one member of the 
Soviet network while he was exchanging compromising docu- 
ments with a Zairian agent whom he was manipulating within 
one of the most sensitive organizations in Zaire. 


The reward given to the Zairian agent for his services was also 
seized on that occasion. AND officials have declined to make any 
cor ~ents or give any details about the contents of the document 
on security grounds. We were, however, told that the first results 
of the interrogation conducted have revealed that the Zairian 
agent has made confessions and affirmed that he has conveyed 
several documents to the Soviet intelligence services. To enable 
investigations to proceed smoothly, no comments have been made 
and no details made available on the scope of the network. 


The AND counterespionage services, however, dismantied that 
network of Soviet secret agents which included three diplomats, 
one of whom had been expelled from France in 1983 in connec- 
tion with the 40 Soviet agents affair. But in pursuance of good 
relations between states, Zaire and the founding chairman per- 
sonally accredited that diplomat who had never been bothered in 
our country. Now, it has just been determined that this very 
diplomat expelled from France has continued his espionage 
activities in Zaire. The identity of the Zairian agent was not 
revealed to enable the rounding up of Soviet spies in Zaire to 
continue. 


The public will recall that on 24 October 1986, the counterespio- 
nage services of theAND caught a Cuban diplomat, Rolando 
Vinegeras Perez, red-handed in similar conditions and the Zair- 
ian authorities have the right to know if foreign diplomats come 
to Zaire within the framework of cooperation or to commit 
espionage. 


It is better understood now that Zaire has been the target of a 
large-scale disinformation campaign to destabilize its internal 
and foreign policy. 


Zaire’s competent services are continuing their work to dismantle 
the Soviet network, but the Department of Foreign Affairs and 
International Cooperation has already informed the Soviet 
charge d'affaires of the expulsion of the three diplomats who have 
been identified, in accordance with the Vienna Convention of 18 
april 1961 on diplomatic relations. 
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Angolan Minister Brings Note on Captured Aircraft 
ABO/ 1842 Kinshasa AZAP in French 1640 GMT | Aug 87 


[Text] Gbadolite, 1 Aug (AZAP) — Angolan Culture and Arts 
Minister Bonavantura Cardozo confirmed here today that mem- 
bers of the Zairian security agency in Bas-Zaire captured an 
Angolan Army helicopter a month and a few days ago. 


The Angolan ambassador to Kinshasa, who accompanied Minis- 
ter Cardozo to Gbadolite, explained to AZAP that the helicopter 
had violated Zairian airspace “as a result of a flight error due to 
the poor weather conditions.” The minister disclosed the incident 
to the press after an audience granted him today in Gbadolite by 
Marshal Mobutu Sese Seko, to whom he conveyed a message 
from President Jose Eduardo dos Santos. The contents of the 
message were not disclosed but it is understood that it relates to 
that incident, which is not the first of its kind. 


In this regard, the Angolan head of state’s messenger said that 
in the face of that incident, President Mobutu's reaction shows 
goodwill and understanding as usual. As a matter of fact, observ- 
ers note that this is not the first incursion by Angolan Army 
aircraft, whose pilots have acquired the unfortunate habit in the 
last few years of “getting lost” or landing unexpectedly inside 
Zairian territory. 


It is noted that each time, President Mobutu has demonstrated 
friendliness and brotherliness by lending credibility to the expla- 
nations given by the Luanda authorities and by taking measures 
to avoid causing them embarrassment. In acting that way, he has 
always sought to give priority to the relations of good 
neighborliness between the peoples of Angola and Zaire beyond 
any other considerations, however legitimate they may be. 


As a result, the Angolan Government has up until now recovered 
its property: aircraft, men, and equipment. We dare not think 
of what would happen in other countries in the event of the 
repetition of such border incidents. 


Be that as it may, Zaire, which considers Angola a friendly sister 
country, will continue to meintain with her, just as with the other 
eight neighboring countries, a policy of good neighborliness and 
active cooperation that respects the fundamental options of its 
partners in compliance with the sccurity accords signed between 
them. 
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ANGOLA 


Political Bureau Marks FAPLA Anniversary 
MB311525 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1200 GMT 31 Jul 87 


[“Declaration” by the MPLA-Laber Party Political Bureau on 
the occasion of the i3th FAPLA anniversary — date not given] 


[Text] The People’s Armed Forces for the Liberation of Angola, 
FAPLA, legitimate heirs to the revolutionary traditions of the 
People’s Revolutionary Liberation Army of Angola, EPLA, and 
the MPLA guerrilla corps in the struggle which ensured the 
attainment of our independence, will mark the | 3th anniversary 
of their founding on | August. The path followed by FAPLA over 
the past 13 years justifies the national pride of the Angolan 
people, who still regard the growing strength and organization of 
their armed wing as the safest guarantee of the defense of the 
Angolan revolution, in view of repeated attacks by the combined 
imperialist forces — apartheid and armed banditry. Their exam- 
ple in the permanent defense of the territorial integrity of the 
People’s Republic of Angola, shows that the glorious FAPLA 
combatants are still the crucial factor in thwarting imperialism's 
warmongering plans and the unequivocal proof of the irreversible 
nature of our revolutionary process. 


Thanks to the bravery and courage of our combatants the history 
of the Angolan people has eternally celebrated victorious battles 
fought in Kifangondo, Ebo, Cahama, Kangamba, Kavongo, 
Cuito-Cuanavale, Lovamdo, and many other places where the 
South African invaders and their Angoian lackeys continue to 
suffer defeats. Although hard and difficult, these victories have 
increased our people's faith in irreversible nature of the struggle, 
supremely led by the MPLA-Labor Party, and liave clearly 
showed imperialism and its agents that the Angolan people will 
never be subjugated. 


On the occasion of their 1 3thanniversary, FAPLA continues to 
bravely fulfill its mission of defending the fatherland and the 
revolution, inflicting heavy blows against the enemy throughout 
the national territory. The heroic resistance of the organized 
Angolan people has contributed not only to the abortion of the 
enemy's subversive plans, but also kas profoundly shaken the 
hordes of the puppet gangs by placing them permanently on the 
defensive, thus increasing desertions and amplifying internal 
contradictions. FAPLA's successes have also served to discredit 
UNITA’s fallacious propaganda, which some years ago went as 
far as to claim the imminent takeover of the city of Luanda. 


Totally rejected by our people, the enemy today has lost all its 
hope of attaining power through the gun, and as a last resort it 
has taken refuge in the so-called national reconciliation. It is 
within the framework of these defeats cnd setbacks that the most 
recent diplomatic maneuvers and disinformation campaigns in 
several Western countries must be seen. Such ploys are designed 
to force the legitimate government of the People’s Republic of 
Angola to initiate talks with bandits and murderers who, in 
addition to having betrayed their people, have shamelessly served 
foreign interests contrary to the aspirations of total liberation of 
the African peoples. It is alse within this framework that FAPLA 
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is allegedly planning a large-scale military offensive with the 
support of Cuban or Soviet forces, thus once again justifying the 
massive intervention of the South African Army in our country 
as has happened in previous years. 


In carefully assessing these systematic disinformation campeigns 
against the People’s Republic of Angola, the Political Bureau 
believes that they fall within the context of maneuvers by the 
Pretoria regime and the current U.S. Administration desigr-d to 
prevent the final defeat of the Angolan puppet gangs in the 
service of the racists; to continue to destabilize our country; and 
to aggravate the hotbeds of tension in southern Africa in the vain 
hope of seeing a reversal of the course of events in this region in 
favor of imperialist interests. 


In the wake of new aggressions and new destabilization against 
the People’s Republic of Angola, the Political Bureau urges the 
whole people, particularly te combatants of the glorious 
FAPLA, to be even more vigilant and once again reiterates the 
need to continue to assign the highest priority to the defense of 
the country. 


Angolan people, comrades, and compatriots: Most of the fellow 
Angolans who have been deceived by the puppet u:ganizations 
have become aware that they have been dragged into committing 
acts, such as the taking up of arms against their own country and 
the murder of their own blood brothers, and that this all serves 
foreign interests and petty personal ambitions. Aware of this 
reality and willing to demonstrate the unequivocal generosity of 
the revolution toward the compatriots who have been deceived 
by enemy propaganda, the late President Agostinho Neto 
announced in 1978 the introduction of a policy of national 
harmony, permitting all Angolans to (?freely participate) in the 
economic and social reconstruction of the People’s Republic of 
Angcla. The essence of the policy of national harmony is based 
on the call to all Angolan citizens in the service of puppet 
organizations and foreign groups to once and for all lay down 
arms and pledge allegiance to the laws of the People’s Republic 
of Angola, by respecting the revolutionary power and renouncing 
the use of armed violence. 


On this historic occasion of the | 3th anniversary of FAPLA the 
MPLA-Labor Party Political Bureau publicly reaffirms that it 
will continue to scrupulously respect the lives and physical integ- 
rity of all Angolan citizens who, having in the past belonged to 
any puppet organization, should surrender to civilian or military 
authorities in any part of the national territory; to untiringly 
continue to implement the clemency policy, by extending its 
benefits to the relatives of those belonging to puppet orpaniza- 
tions, and all those who voluntarily or otherwise supported such 
groups or were under their influence; and to continue to respect 
the rights of those who have been deceived to live in society and 
work .. accordance with their qualifications, as weil as respecting 
property honestly acquired as a result of their integration in 
society. The MPLA-Labor Party Political Bureau and the Gov- 
ernment of the People’s Republic of Angola appeal! to all compa- 
triots who are still in the bush 1 in fcreign countries to desist 
and s ncerely reintzgrate themselves in nationa! reconstruction, 
assuring them that they will not suffer any reprisals, contrary to 
what the ringleaders of the notorious UNITA claim. 
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Angolan people, comrades, and compatriots: In assessing th 
country’s economic and social situation, the Politica] Bureau 
stresses the extreme importance of resolutions adopted by the 
19th Central Committee ordinary session on the need to prepare 
an economic and financial reorganization program which will be 
implemented by January 1988. It calls the attention of the 
relevant organs to the need to implement this program. The 
Political Bureau urges the leaders, officials, party grass roots and 
intermediary organizations, the Youth of the Popular Movemen, 
for the Liberation of Angola [JMPLA] and the mass and social 
organizations to embark on an in-depth campaign to enlighten 
people about the resolutions adopted by the historic second 
MPLA-LABOR Party Congress on the management of the 
economy 


In assessing the international political situation, the Political 
Bureau notes the existence of various hotbeds of tension in 
regions which imperialism regards as strategic, and that the 
atmosphere of instability throughou. the world has been 
increasingly aggravated. The Political Bureau has also noted that 
imperialism'’s warmongering forces continue to stockpile sophis- 
ticated weapons with the aim of attaining military superiority 
over those forces who love peace, justice, and progress . Accord- 
ingly, the Political Bureau hails the responsible and just stance 
of the CPSU and its general secretary with a view to safe- 
guarding peace and achieving disarmament. The Political 
Bureau expresses its desire that these praiseworthy initiatives 
may find a reciprocal response by other sides in order to positively 
contribute to the elimination of the hotbeds of tension in Africa, 
Asia, the Middle East, and Latin America, where reactionary 
forces continue to formulate plans for destabilization and mili- 
tary confrontation. The Political Bureau notes the eme-gence of 
a few signs of goodwill and greater flexibility currently being 
demonstrated in t'xe international political arena and which could 
represent a constructive (?element) in creating an atmosphere of 
peace, understanding, and cooperation at an international level. 
particularly in southern Africa. 


The Political Bureau repudiates the support given by the Reagan 
administration to the armed gang and the racist Pretoria regime 
in that it represents an encouragement of aggression against the 
Frontline States. It reaffirms the desire of the Angolan Govern- 
ment to continue to hold talks with the United States in search 
of a satisfactory solution, necessarily linked to the recognition of 
the Narnibian people's right to independence, and the elimination 
of apartheid. 


Angolan people, comrades, and compatriots: On the occasion 
of the 13th anniversary of the proclamation of the glorious 
FAPLA, the Political Bureau urges combatants, workers, peas- 
ants, youths, women, and the people as a whole to redouble their 
vigilance with a view to thwarting the Maciiavellian plans of 
imperialism and its agents. The Political Bureau urges the mem- 
bers of the party, JMPLA, the grass-roots organizations, and 
Angolan people from Cabinda to Cunene provinces to close ranks 
around the party and our beloved president, Comrade Jose 
Eduardo dos Santos. 


Long live the 13th FAPLA anniversary! The struggle continues! 
Victory is certain! 
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MOZAMBIOUE 


Finerce Minister Leaves for Visit to USSR 
MB3)i145 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1030 GMT 30 Jul 87 


Text] President Chissano will visit Bulgaria and the USSR soon. 
Finance Minister Abdul Magid Osman has left for Moscow to 
prepare the economic cooperation side of Chissano’s visit to the 
USSR. 


[Begin Osman recording} Cooperation with the USSR is exten- 
sive. An important portion of the fue! that is consumed in 
Mozambique is supplied by the USSR and that fuel is an 
important tool in the successfu! implementation of the economic 
rehabilitation program. Moreover, this year the USSR has 
already supplied us with a large quantity of consumable goods 
which are having some impact on strengthening the economy. 
Within this context, there are other (initiatives) by the USSR 
which we are going to discuss, notably new loans for consumable 
goods, the accelerated implementation of irrigation schemes, 
plans for joint ventures, and the rescheduling of our debt with the 
USSR. 


These are the issue that we are going to deal with. We are going 
to give formal approval to some recent decisions by the USSR, 
notably to give [word indistinct} to the large number of techni- 
cians working in Mozambique for free This 1s in general terms 
the work (hat we are going do in the USSR. Subsequently, at a 
higher level, other ways of strengthening bilateral economic, 
technical, and scientific cooperation wil! also be discussed [end 
recording] 


Foreign Military Attaches Visit Homoine 
MB291 229 Maputo in English to Southern Africa 
1100 GMT 29 Jul 87 


[Text] A group ot 10 military attaches from embassies in Maputo 
yesterday visited the town of Homoine where South African- 
backed MNR bandits massacred at least 388 civilians on 18 July. 
The military attaches from Tanzania, Zambia, Zimbabwe, the 
Soviet Union, the United States, the German Democratic 
Republic, Democratic Korea, Portugal, Italy, and Great Britain 
were received by the governor of the province, Jose Pascoal 
Zandamela, who informed them of efforts under way to re- 
establish normal life in Homoine The military attaches reaf- 
firmed their countries’ readiness to continue helping 
Mozambique. They also presented condolences to the families of 
the victims of the massacre and to loca! authorities. The attaches 
visited the Manhica cemetery in Homoine where most victims of 
the massacre are buried. 
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REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 
IDASA President Returns From Talks in Dakar, London 


AWB Absent From Airport 
MB310836 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0804 GMT 31 Jul 87 


[Text] Johannesburg, July 31, SAPA — Airport personnel inter- 
cepted IDASA [Institute for Democratic Alternatives for South 
Africa] director Dr Froderick van Zyl Slabbert when he arrived 
at Jan Smuts from London today and whisked him on to his 
connecting flight to Cape Town. 


He arrived amid a growing row over the IDASA-ANC talks in 
Dakar foliowing yesterday's car bomb explosion in Johannes- 
burg. 


Yesterday, the minister of defence, General Magnus Malan, 
challenged Dr Slabbert to explain his position to the victims of 
the explosion. Dr Slabbert was scheduled to address a press 
conference in Cape Town later today. 


Security at the airport was tight this morning with groups of 
policemen and police women, some with sniffer dogs and metal 
detectors, searching people entering the international! arrivals 
hall. 


In contrast to the unruly scenes when the bulk of the delegates 
returned from the Dakar talks last week, there were no protesting 
Afrikaner Weerstandsbeweging (A WB) members present today. 


The airport was packed with newsmen waiting for Dr Slabbert 
and with people waiting to meet friends and relatives on flights 
from Europe. 


At about 9.10am, most of the police officer: left the arrivals hall 
as journalists scrambled to gut a seat on the same flight to Cape 
Town as Dr Slabbert. 


Some members of Dr Slabbert's family waited from him at the 
airport, but left when he failed to appear. He had been on a brief 
visit to Europe after the Dakar talks. 


Slabbert Meets Press 
MB211217 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1216 GMT 31 Jul 87 


[Text] Cape Town, July 31, SAPA — If the ANC was found to 
be responsible for the Johannesburg car bomb, Dr van Zyl 
Slabbert said today, he would view it with the deepest dis- 
appointment and disapproval. 


It would be a most macabre homecom:ng from the Dakar initia- 
tive, he toid a press conferenceat the IDASA [Institute for 
Democratic Alternative for South Africa] headquarters shortly 
after arriving in Cape Town today. 
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He also said that if it was the ANC’s official view that violence 
was the only political action possible, “there is no real benefit in 
negotiating further.” 


Dr Slabbert said he wanted to know what the official position 
was. 


“It is imperative to establish this and ask them is this now really 
(wragtag) what you want? | want to know what the official 
position is,” he said. 


He rejected the controversial views expressed during his absence 
which implied thai he either condoned terrorism by going to 
Daka; or would be used by a terrorist organisation or that he was 
obisvious of being used by such an organization. “In other words 
that | was either a political idiot or a political demon.” 


He had always argued that South Africa could either negotiate 
out of its political crisis or face escalating violence. 


“The government says it is serious about a negotiated settlement 
and Dakar is in agreement that it is possible. Therefore if the 
government is sincere it must at least be tolerant of IDASA’s 
initiatives,” Dr Slabbert said. 


He challenged anyone to say where IDASA had been involved in 
pr stest politics or confrontation or had arranged any public event 
with that in mind. He had played open cards with the press on 
everything it had done while it had no membership and confined 
its activities to arranging workshops, such as Dakar, which was 
the first one outside the country. 


He said the ANC had met other groups such as the South African 
Council of Churches, the Nationa! Education Crisis Committee 
and COSATU in the past, just as it had met the IDASA group. 


He reiterated that the participants in the Dakar tour were 
individuals who had no mandate to negotiate anything. “All 
attempts to identify them as such (negotiators) would be 
falacious,” he said. 


Nothing illegal, subversive or conspiratorial had occurred, “and 
surely it must be tolerated as minimum condition for a serious 
commitment to a negotiated settlement by the government.” 


Dr Slabbert, who is co-director of IDASA with Dr Alex Boraine, 
confirmed the latter's evaluation of the talks set out at a press 
conference last week stressing that the armed struggle and 
violence was a major area of controversy. 


“Even extravagant language used ty Radio Freedom and which 
we said would lead to polarisation was discussed.” “We never 
ducked the issue of violence and never condoned it,” Dr Slabbert 
said. 


He believed there had never been such an in-depth exchange of 
views between South Africans and the ANC. 


He rejected what he described as “the outside controversy” that 
by going there IDASA had established the ANc’s credibility 
because, he said, the ANC was a fact since 19/2 with large 
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support inside the country. “Nobody has given them more 
credibility than the governmeat itself by arguing for instance that 
it had enough support to disrupt the recent elections.” 


He again explained what he meant by not wanting to reject the 
ANC as an “exclusively terrorist organisation” by parallels with 
the Bader Meinhoff gangs and other European terrorist groups, 
which he said used terrorism as an exclusive tool to gain political 
objectives. 


He said it would serve no purpose to dismiss either the SADF or 
the ANC as terrorist organisations and to indulge in “mutual 
demonisation.” He understood the SABC was under strict 
instruction to demonise the ANC. 


“Let me make my own position clear on the subject of terror,” 
he said. “I! reject all forms of it from any quarters with unam- 
biguous revulsion. That is why I explore all peaceful means to 
combat terrorism and Dakar is a part of that same commitment. 
| condemn the car bomb (in Johannesburg) without reservation,” 
he said. “Whoever was responsible, was an act of terror. 


“If it ts found to be the ANC then I view it with the deepest 
disappointment and disapproval. If it is established to de the 
ANC then it is indeed a macabre homecoming from Dakar.” 


Responding to questions, he said the Dakar initiative had proved 
first-hand information not available in South Africa and there 
was no law prohibiting taem from getting this information. “And 
that is not the same a‘, promoting the organisation you are getting 
it from,” Dr Slabbert said. 


The talks had proved that talking was still possible and had 
“demystified stereotypes’ and removed misconceptions. 
“Because of that process we are starting to open up Africa in a 
new way.” 


Responding to further questioning about the Johannesburg 
bomb, he said it would be an extremely cynical act if it had been 
deliberately planned by the ANC to coincide with his return from 
Dakar. 


“1 will have to think very seriously about it if it was done as a 
commentary on Dakar. 


“They cannot have their cake and cat it, have talks and then say 
violence is the only political action to take,” Dr Slabbert said. 


Pik Botha Offers To Meet Mozambique on Massacre 
MB311125 Johannesburg Domestic Service in English 
1100 GMT 31 Jul 87 


[Text] The minister of foreign affairs, Mr Pik Botha, said at 
Komatipoor: this morning that he had sent a message to the 
Mozambican Government saying that he will be available for 
talks on the Homoine incident during the 2 days he will be at the 
town. He has it,-ited a Mozambican Government representative 
to meet him at the town so that an investigation into the causes 
of the incident and those responsible could start immediately. 
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ANC Kejects Buthelezi Request for Talks 
MB301856 Maputo Domestic Service in Porizz.uwese 
1730 GMT 30 Jul 87 


[Text] Lusaka — The ANC has rejected the request made by 
Gatsha Buthelezi, chief of the South African bantustan of 
KwaZulu, to have a meeting at which the two sides would discuss 
the future of South Africa. Tom Sebina, ANC spokesman in 
Lusaka, stated that his organization and other South African 
democratic organizations will not hold any talks with Gatsha 
Buthelezi and the latter's Inkatha movement as long as the chief 
does not renounce acts of violence against South Africa's liber- 
ation movements. 


Previous requests by Gatsha Buthelezi to meet Oliver Tambo 
have been rejected by the ANC. The chief of the KwaZulu 
bantustan made a new request foliowing the recent Dakar meet- 
ing between the ANC aad members of the 50-strong white 
Afrikaner delegation. 


Police Issue Unrest Repovt Covering 31 Jul 
MBO010700 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0612 GMT | Aug 87 


[Text] Pretoria August | SAPA — Following is the Bureau for 
Information’s Daily unrest report for the past 24 hours. 


“In Motherwell, near Port Elizabeth, a private vehicle was 
damaged when it was stoned by a group of blacks. 


“In Soweto, a hand grenade was thrown at a building, causing 
slight damage. An unknown black man, who was walking past 
the building at the time, was killed in the explos*on.” 


2 Aug Unrest Report 
MB030639 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0630 GMT 3 Aug 87 


[Text] Pretoria Aug 3 SAPA — Foliowing is the SA Police Public 
Relations Division unrest report: 


“The following unrest-related incidents were reported overnight. 


“At Ashdown (Pietermaritzburg) a private vehicle was damaged 
when it was set alight by a group of blacks. 


“At Katlehong (Germiston) a private vehicle was damaged when 
it was set alight by a group of blacks.” 
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Press Comments on Current Issues, Problems 
Press Review for 31 July 
MB010452 [Editorial Report} 


CITIZEN: Dakar Talks Discredited 

“The African National Congress yesterday blasted the Dakar 
talks to smithereens,” observes Johannesburg The Citizen in 
English on 31 July in a page 6 editorial. “...it was an act of sheer 
terrorism. Mindless terrorism.” “What a mockery this act of 
terrorism makes of people like Dr Van Zyl Slabbert, Dr Alex 
Boraine and the others who went to Dakar and were so fulsome 
in their praise of the ANC....” “We say that the group who went 
to Dakar should be left alone. The bomb has destroyed their 
credibility as well as that of the Dakar talks. The best that can 
be done is to ignore them.” 


STAR: Bomb Deepens Divisions 

“To suggest that the huge bomb” in Johannesburg on 30 July 
“was aimed at a ‘military target’ is a foolish fiction,” remarks 
Johannesburg The Star in English on 31 July in a page 12 
editorial. “The ANC needs to repudiate this act of violence — 
and be persuaded to reject terrorism just as much as South 
Africans must be persuaded to drop racism.” “This is not a 
moment for South Africans to ‘take sides,’ as some are freneti- 
cally urging. This is a moment for South Africans to dissociate 
themselves from extremes....” “The explosion was intended to rip 
apar’ the threadbare fabric of our multiracial society.” “The 
blood that was spilt near the city park yesterday was all red, and 
everyone should remember it.” 


Dakar Shows Alternatives to Violence 

“The experience” of the Dakar talks “was above all a human one, 
in which myths had to give way to reality,” acknowledges Christo 
Nel in a column on the same page. “The objective was to meet...” 
“Ultimately it served to demythologise the ANC, in the minds 
of the internal delegation.” “The fact is that the ANC is still 
committed to the “eed for true negotiation. It has an astounding 
commitment to noa-racialism and democracy.” “The tragedy is 
that all of this has been overshadowed by the armed struggle 
which was eventually initiated in response to the violence of 
apartheid. The Dakar conference showed that there are very real 
alternatives.” “The time for identifying coramon ground is rap- 
idly disappearing.” “The danger is that we will remain caught in 
an irreversible trap of conflict and violence that would lay our 
economy in ruins. It will force the need for an ultimate victor, 
but that victor will be a ruler over desolaticn.” 


BUSINESS DAY: Bomb Harbinger of Continued Violence 
“The bomb explosion in the centre of Johannesburg yesterday 
was an act of terror that delineated...the character of the political 
struggle being waged in this country by the ANC and its 
ellies: it is 4 revolutionary struggle to seize power by violence,” 
opines Johannesburg Business Day in English on 31 July in a 
page 6 editorial. “The methods of terrorism employed in this 
struggic...are based on a simple truth: a government which 
yields to terrorism invites more terrorism.” “...it is a matter of 
particular interest that the Johannesburg explosion has been 
perfectly timed to destroy the aura of hope...that was created by 
the meeting in Dakar.” “The point is plain: it is often said that 
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government must create the cuimate for negotiation, but hard 
men also exist on the ANC side..{[who] know that a Marxist 
revolution can be achieved only by violencc.”” 


Indaba Plan Viable 

“In recent months the possibility of achieving power-sharing — 
and the Nata! Indaba’s plan for power-sharing — have been 
attacked from both left and right,” writes Peter Mansfield, 
director of communications for the Kwazulu-natal Indaba, on the 
same page. “The fact is that the Kwazulu-natal Indaba not only 
proved that negotiation works, but also that power-sharing can 
be achieved.” “...the majority and minorities work together and 
govern for the common good, not in connection. The formula is 
uniquely suited to Africa...” “Any attempt by any group or party 
to impose its will would immediately be checked. The on!y way 
to govern would be with the consent and participation of all 
affected.” 


AV J Poientially Serious Threat 
“Behind the comic« | -:: bellowing and st: utting of the Afrikaner 
Weerstandsbewegin, niially one of the most dangerous 
movements to threaten tne peace of South Africa since World 
War II,” asserts Cape Town Cape Times in English on 30 July 
in a page 10 editorial “Yet for reesons of political expediency 
...the Botha government has been remarkably tardy in enforcing 
the law against Mr Terre’bianche and his wild-eyed followers.” 
The government took no action when the AWB threatened 
delegates to the Dakar conference with the ANC. But, following 
the “explicit and public threat of physical harm to the Rev Allan 
Hendrickse, a senior police officer has announced that investiga- 
tions are proceeding....” “It is a pity that the impression is left 
that a government which seemed relatively untroubled by threats 
to Dr Slabbert has been prodded into action because the menace 
is being felt rather closer to home.” 
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SOWETAN: Causes Behind Bombing important 

“The bomb blast in the centre of Johannesburg yesterday brings 
us nearer to a situation of unexpected attacks that are causing 
loss of civilian life,” says Johannesburg Sowetan in English on 
31 July in a page 6 editorial. “But while we deplore the violence, 
those who run this country should be more concerned about the 
causes bchind such acts.” “In the meantime, some of the factors 
that lead to such violent attacks are allowed to go on with a 
cheerful abandon that is almost sickening. The manner in which 
rent evictions are carried out in places like Soweto is must 
irresponsible and a source of anger and irritation that is bound 
to fuel unrest.” 


Talks Needed for Township Rent Problems 

“page one and two of the Sowetan yesterday had pictures of 
men wearing balaclavas evicting residents in Zola township. 
Those pictures tell the story of South Africa better than any 
number of words can,”’ notes Joe Thloloe in his “Perspective” 
column on page 7. “The blacks in the pictures hid their faces and 
thus made the operation look even more sinister. The whites did 
not hide their faces; their pigmen «tion is their shield.” “Allow 
us to repeat: the Government needs to talk to the leaders of the 
residents to solve the rent problem. Red tape and protocol must 
be thrown out of the window if we are t_ get out of this crisis.” 
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CITY PRESS: Rectifying Mistakes in Black Education 
“It was indeed refreshing to hear a member of the Cabinet 
publicly admitting that the government had made mistakes in the 
past in black education,” comments Johannesburg City Press in 
English on 2 August [date as published] in a page | editorial 
reacting to remarks by Sam de Beer, deputy minister of educa- 
tion and training. “We have, presently, a whole generation of 
children who have remained uneducated. We would also appeal 
for consistency by De Beer and his colleagues in the Cabinet and 
hope that his sentiments can be translated into reality.” “Conced- 
ing that the government has made mistakes, may well be the 
beginning of wisdom.” 


Press Review for 1 Aug 
MB020500 [Editorial Report] 


STAR on Dakar, Bomb Blast 
A page 8 editorial in the | August edition of Johannesburg The 
Star in English cites the Johannesburg management committee's 
decision to boycott conferences at which the Dakar delegates 
speak as an example of the “hysteria that has been building up 
over the talks with the ANC in Dakar. Ineffectual or over-hyped 
they may have been, but they were — and remain — an honest 
attempt towards breaking South Africa’s perilous political log- 
jam.”’ The paper cites PFP MP Harry Schwarz as an example of 
a “more sensible” person who also has reacted “in an excessive 
fashion to Dakar” and who has used the Johannesburg bomb 
blast “to back up his argument that the talks were just a cynical 
ploy by the ANC to polish its image.” The editorial calls it“tragic 
that the ANC, or whoever was responsible for that bomb, 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 


should encourage the conviction that it is committed to indis- 
criminate violence against civilians when its spokesmen claim 
that that is by no means the sum total of ANC policy.” The paper 
states that “the perpetrators of that bloody act must be hunted 
down and punished, and every reasonable precaution must be 
taken against further similar deeds.” But it concludes that the 
solution “does not lie in further repression or showy reprisals 
against neighbouring states”’...““but in representative South Afri- 
cans of all views sitting down together to work out political 
solutions.” 


Negotiations Need Government Concessioa 

In “The Independent” column on the same page, John Patten 
warns that “it is becoming a race against time to get the formal 
process of black-white constitutional negotiation moving before 
the climate of violence and polarization makes negotiation impos- 
sible.” He sees the bombings as “an extra incentive to moderates 
to get formal negotiations going, eventually aiming to draw the 
terror groups to the table.” Unfortunately, “all indications are 
that the Government will not make the kind of concessions that 
will make its proposed national council a representative forum.” 
What South Africa needs now is “a dramatic breakthrough that 
will swing the pendulum away from a belief in the effectiveness 
of violence, and towards a belief in bargaining.” Patten believes 
President Botha has the chance in his upcoming budget speech 
to “take the wind out of the sails of revolution by giving the 
impetus to negotiation that is needed and by making the conces- 
sions that remove the psychological grounds for refusing to 
negotiate.”’ But he concludes that his “awful premonition” is that 
Botha will not have the necessary “courage or foresight” for such 
a move. 
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GHANA 


Police Face Disciplinary Action for Exam Boycott 
AB302149 Accra Domestic Service in English 
2000 GMT 30 Jul 87 


[Text] Ninety-one police constables who boycotted the police 
promotion examinations are to appear before a police disciplinary 
panel from next Sunday [2 August]. They will be tried individ- 
ually on a charge of misconduct and defying orders of the 
inspector general of police. 


A source close to the Police Headquarters in Accra said the 
constables have been given 3 days to explain their conduct in 
writing before appearing before the panel. If found guilty, the 
source said, the policemen will either be demoted or dismissed 
outright, since their behavior is considered a major offense in the 
police code of ethics. Of the 171 candidates in Accra, 80 wrote 
the examination and 91 boycotted it. In the other regions, how- 
ever, all 414 candidates took the examination without any mis- 
hap. 


Meanwhile, policemen in the Upper West Region have described 
the recent government directive to take promotion examinations 
within the police service as an appropriate and revolutionary step. 
At a meeting at Wa to discuss the directive, the policemen 
observed that a lot of anomalies characterized promotion within 
the service in the past. 


Businessman on Trial for Financing Coup Plot 
AB312141 Accra Domestic Service in English 
2000 GMT 31 Jul 87 


[Text] Ernest Sampong Mireku, a businessman and clearing 
agent, was today arraigned before the National Public Tribunal 
for abetment of crime to overthrow ‘he Governemt of Ghana. 
According to the prosecution, the accused, on the 6th of June, 
issued two checks to the tune of 300,000 cedis to finance a coup 
attempt by one Major John Ocrar and others. 


Maj Ocran and five oth-rs were tried by the National Public 
Tribunal in 1985 for conspiracy to commit crime and attempting 
to overthrow the "NDC government. They were sentenced to 
death by firing squad on | April 1985 and accordingly executed. 


The prosecution said the checks were handed over to one Nana 
Manu Ababio, a Ghanaian dissident in Togo, after a discussion 
between him, the accused, one Shaibu Ibrahim — who was also 
executed — and Captain Ampofo in Lome. The prosecution said 
investigations have revealed that the accused was one of the 
financiers of the attempted coup. The checks the accused issued 
were cashed by Shaibu Ibrahim, who was the errand boy between 
the dissidents in Togo and those in Ghana. 


The case is adjourned to the 14th of next month. 
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Former Official Criticizes PNDC Policies 
AB311601 London BBC World Service in English 
0630 GMT 31 JUL 87 


{From the “Network Africa” program] 


[Text] Attempts by .he PNDC government, led by Jerry Rawl- 
ings, to bring the country back to normal do not appear to be well 
receive by certain key sections of the public. In spite of plans to 
reintroduce the democratic system with district council elections 
scheduled for late next year, criticism of the government's poli- 
cies has been growing. One way the PNDC has responded to the 
critics has been to detain some of them. Among prominent critics 
recently detained are Kwame Karikari, a former director general 
of the Ghana Broadcasting Corporation; Johnny Ndebugere, 
former PNDC secretary of the Northern Region; and Yaw 
Graham, a barrister and once a leading member of the National 
Defense Committee. All served in the PNDC government at one 
time. 


Chris Atim was once regarded as the number two man in the 
PNDC government. He is now a fierce critic of the Rawlings’ 
policies. | asked him in London why he believed the arrests had 
taken place. 


{Begin recording][{Atim] Because it requires a diversion, and that 
is the fundamental! problem, where the real threat comes from. 
It simply cannot say that it cannot afford unless you are aware 
that this is where the threat comes from. [sentence as heard] It is 
important to(?inform) the world that the threat comes from these 
individuals who are merely agitators and people who are disgrun- 
tled. If there was peace and if there was no agitation, there would 
be no district council electionsn That is very clear. The only 
reason they are making these moves — these concessions, what 
do you call it — is precisely because they want to stave off what 
they see is forthcoming — these demands, including demand for 
constitutional rule, for elections, and so on. It seems to me that 
it is not [words indistinct] are required to say that it is only by 
locking up all the opposition that you can then allow an opposi- 
tion. 


[Question] What you are saying is that the kind of opposition that 
these people who have been arrested were putting forward was 
genuine and peaceful, and not designed to provoke any violence. 
Now don’t you think the government might have another view? 


{[Atim] The government might have another view precisely 
because they feel they know that any kind of opposition at all has 
a potential, precisely because of the situation in which they are. 
Any peaceful opposition has a potential of getting out of hand, of 
leading to something else. 


[Question] So if the government says that these people weregoing 
to provoke violence, you would say you do not agree with that. 


[Atim] No, I do not agree with that. They had no intention 
whatsoever of provoking violence. 
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[Question] If someone said that Chris Atim is only saying these 
things now and coming so fiercely against the government 
because he is out of it, and if he were still in the government he 
would be speaking with one voice with the Jerry Rawlingses and 
other people, what do you say to that? 


{[Atim] If | was in the government because I made a conscious 
choice to leave the government, and it was piecisely because | did 
foresee all these things. [sentence as heard] 


[Question] Why didn’t you stay in and fight? 


{Atim] I did put up a fight. As I said, the crucial point was the 
way in which a highly undemocratic program was pushed 
through, totally disregarding the views and even the [words 
indistinct] that were available for discussion. The economic 
recovery program, for instance, which is being implemented was 
actually voted out at a joint meeting of the cabinet and the PNDC 
and the National Defense Committee at the Castle — a joint 
meeting at which the chairman of the PNDC himself and 
everybody was present. This was voted out massively, even 
right-wing members of the government voted with the left against 
this program. Nevertheless, (?one way or other), we moved ahead 
to implement this program by actually orchestrating the arrest 
of members of our government, for instance; and actually all kind 
of networks claiming that, for instance, there was a coup attempt, 
which was used as pretexts to arrest radical soldiers and members 
of progressive organizations — merely to provide atmosphere for 
them to implement the kind of program that they wanted to 
implement. Clearly, in these kinds of circumstances, there is no 
room left. It is like saying that you can stay in South Africa, for 
instance, to fight apartheid. 


[Question] So you are fighting from outside now, and you have a 
group called the United Revolutionary Front. 


{[Atim] Correction, we are not fighting from outside. The United 
Revolutionary Front is an organization inside Ghana. It is part 
and parcel of the Ghanaian political process, like every other 
organization — like the New Democratic Movement or Kwame 
Nkrumah Revolutionary Guards. It has an external branch; I do 
not deny that. | mean these are the people who will not deny they 
have external wings. I think that what is important is the fact 
that since 1982, since December 1982, some people saw clearly 
these developments coming forth. They came together to form 
what was (?only) fronts for the purpose of resisting these devel- 
opments and ensuring a return to the kind of democratic system 
that will enable common people to participate in the political 
process of the country. 


[Question] What is the aim now? Is it the same? 
{[Atim] It is precisely the same, to ensure a democratic process in 


Ghana so that other common people can participate in the 
political process. [end recording] 
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LIBERIA 


Ministers Fined for Failure To Attend Function 
AB302106 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
1710 GMT 30 Jul 87 


[Text] President Samuel Kanyon Doe has expressed displeasure 
over the attitude of some of his officials for not attending 
functions or arriving late at these functions. 


Meanwhile, eight cabinet ministers and a director general have 
been fined $1000 each to be deposited in governmer: revenue and 
receipts displayed to the president. 


Speaking to a local newspaper yesterday, Press Secretary Kug- 
meh said that the fines were imposed on the officials for their 
failure to attend the intercessory service of the 140th anniversary 
of Independence Day, held at the Centennial Memorial Pavilion 
on Ashmond Street. 


According to Press Secretary Kugmeh, those fined are: 
Finance Minister John Bestman, Agriculture Minister Scott 
Toweh, Rural Development Minister Samuel D. Browell, Inter- 
nal Affairs Minister Edward K. Sackor, Education Minister 
Othello Gonga, Minister of State Without Portfolio Peter 
Naigoh, Planning Minister William Johnson, Public Works Min- 
ister Yudu Gray, and then the general services director, Clarice 
Momulu. 


Another explanation from the [Executive] Mansion said that 
originally there were 10 government officials who were fined 
$1000 each, but the director general of the budget, Mr (Emman- 
uel Gardner) was exonerated because he had an accident and 
displayed a medical record. 


NIGER 


Nation’s Pilgrims ‘Not Involved’ in Mecca Events 
ABO31120 Niamey Domestic Service in French 
1900 1 Aug 87 


[Text] Here is a statement by the minister of interior: 


Following reports by the international press on the incidents that 
occurred in Mecca, the minister delegate for interior made 
contact with Niger’s consul in Jeddah to inquire about the 
situation. From the report of the consul, who was in Mecca in the 
company of pilgrims from Niger, it can be affirmed that these 
pilgrims were not involved in these incidents. They are all safe 
and sound, and they are performing their religious duties nor- 
mally. 
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NIGERIA 


UK Grants Line of Credit for Enterprises 
AB291704 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1500 GMT 29 Jul 87 


[Text] The British Export Credit Guarantee Department, 
ECGD, has made available 200 million pounds, or about N1.4 
billion, medium-term credit to Nigeria. This is to support British 
export of capital goods and equipment for the regeneration of 
Nigerian industries and agriculture, on credit terms of up to 5 
years from delivery. 


The federal government has already appointed Barclays Bank to 
administer the line of credit, which is intended to assist small- 
and medium-scale enterprises. The British agency is currently 
discussing with federal! authorities additional finance medium- 
term credits to enable essential projects being undertaken by UK 
contractors to be completed. 


SENEGAL 


Diouf Sends Condolences on IDASA Official’s Death 
AB311636 Dakar Domestic Service in French 
2000 GMT 30 Jul 87 


[Text] President Abdou Diouf has sent the following telegram to 
Frederik van Zy! Slabbert, president of IDASA [Institute for a 
Democratic Alternative for South Africa}: 


I have been profoundly upset by the news of the assassination of 
Mr Eric Mntonga, regiona! codirector of IDASA. I have been 
even more (?upset) that this cowardly and ignoble act, which 
borders on bestiality, has occurred only a few days after your 
organization had participated in the Dakar symposium that 
brought together South Africans from within the country and 
representatives of the ANC 


By participating in this historic meeting, members of your del- 
egation displayed the courage of those in South Africa who 
believe in a nonracial, egalitarian, and democratic society, and 
are working toward its realization. They, along with the authen- 
tic representatives of the black majority, had begun to write a 
new page of what will inevitably become the history of your 
country. 


I cannot help thinking that those who fear this future of love and 
respect through equality and democracy know something about 
the assassination of Mr Mntonga. Yet, by eliminating Mr 
Mntonga (?in cold blood), they will not succeed in extinguishing 
the flame of liberation which inspired him and which illuminates 
the path being followed by your institute. 


I am convinced that you will continue on this path, which is not 
only one of courage but also of [words indistinct] With this 
conviction, | wish again to assure you that following the Dakar 
symposium, you can always count on our most firm support. I 
would also like to express my sincerest sympathy and that of the 
entire Senegalese people. 
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Please allow us, Mr President, to join in your bereavement, and 
please accept our heartfelt condolences. We also pray you to 
kindly extend these sentiments to members of your institute and 
the bereaved family. 


Highest regards. 


National Assembly Passes Revised Labor Code 
AB292304 Paris AFP in French 1846 GMT 29 Jul 87 


[Text] Dakar, 29 Jul (AFP) — A bill on the revision of the labor 
code aimed at flexibility in employment was passed today by the 
Senegalese National Assembly. The National Assembly also 
adopted an amendment to the labor code limiting to two the 
number of contracts of a specific duration a worker can sign with 
the same enterprise. 


The bill, which seeks to make the hiring and use of workers easier 
for business, is part of the recommendations made to the Senega- 
lese Government by the World Bank. The bill was initially 
contested vehemently by the trade unions including the one 
which is affiliated with the ruling Socialist Party, as well as by 
some opposition parties which called for a demonstration on 
Friday in front of the National Assembly where the text was 
being examined by a commission. This commission finally 
accepted an amendment presented by the trade union deputies. 


SIERRA LEONE 


Authorities Crack Down on Rice Hoarding 
ABO22048 Paris AFP in English 1849 GMT 2 Aug 87 


[Text] Freetown, Aug 2 (AFP) — An anti-hoarding and 
profiteering squad went into operation here over the weekend to 
monitor the activities of all rice dealers at various points in the 
capital. The action was a follow-up to a government warning to 
rice hoarders to release their consignments of rice to consumers 
or risk “unpleasant consequences.” A squad spokesman said no 
arrests were made during Saturday's [! August] operation but he 
confirmed that dealers who were found selling rice at exorbitant 
prices had their stock auctioned off at a government-set price of 
2.2 leones (88 U.S. cents). 


There were also persistent reports of a further back-up plan under 
which a combined police and military unit will go into operation 
by Wednesday to force open stores and warehouses where rice is 
suspected to be hoarded if the situation does not improve. 


Over the past three weeks, the price of rice has quadrupled due 
to a government decision to disinvest itself from the trade in line 
with an International Monetary Fund policy of ending susidies 
on rice and fuel. Sierra Leone has been spending some 60 million 
dollars annually on the import of rice mainly from the Phil- 
ippines, Burma, Thailand, Japan, and Sri Lanka. 
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